“MOORSIDE,”  LITTLE  HULTON, 


February  28th ,  igoi. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Little  Hulton  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions 
of  the  Little  Hulton  Urban  District,  for  the  year  1900. 

Area  and  Population. — The  area  is  1,706  statute  acres,  the  population  is  7,256,  an  increase  of  565 
since  the  last  census  of  1891. 

Births. — During  the  year,  204  births  (in  males,  93  females)  were  registered,  equal  to  a  rate  of  28-1 
per  1,000  population,  the  previous  year’s  rate  being  30'45. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  124  (67  males,  57  females),  an  increase  of  2  on  the  last  year’s,  and 
equivalent  to  a  rate  of  I7‘09  per  1,000,  as  against  i6’8i  in  1899. 

Mortality  in  Age  Groups. — The  subjoined  tables  show  the  deaths  at  various  age  periods  : — 

1  and  under  5  and  under  15  and  under  25  and  under  65  years  and 

Under  1  year.  5  years.  15  years.  25  years.  65  years.  upwards.  Total. 

35  17  7  4  31  3°  124 

Infant  Mortality.— There  were  35  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  old,  an  increase  of  six  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  equal  to  a  rate  of  4^8  per  1,000  population,  and  I7i'5  per  1,000  births  registered,  and 
account  for  28^2  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Summary  of  Causes  of  Deaths. — Scarlet  Fever,  1  ;  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever,  3  ;  Measles,  1  ; 
Whooping  Cough,  5  ;  Diarrhoea,  9  ;  Rheumatic  Fever,  2  ;  Phthisis,  9  ;  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy, 
31  ;  Heart  Disease^;  Influenza,  2  ;  Accidental  Deaths,  7  ;  Conjenital  Diseases  and  Premature  Births,  12  ; 
Senile  Decay,  7  ;  Cancer,  1  ;  Brain  and  other  diseases,  30.  Total,  124. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — The  deaths  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  Diseases,  viz. : —  Smallpox,  Diphtheria, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea,  were  19,  being  15*3  per 
cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  and  equal  to  a  rate  of  2‘6  per  1,000  ;  an  increase  of  -8i  on  last  year’s  rate.  The 
above  deaths  were  as  follows  : — Measles,  1  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  1  ;  Whooping  Cough,  5  ;  Diarrhoea,  9  ;  and 
Enteric  Fever,  3. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  caused  31  deaths  ;  25  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths,  and  giving  a  rate  of  4^2  per  1,000  population,  as  against  4^82  per  1,000  in  1899. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  67  cases  were  notified,  a  decided  increase  on  the  previous  year’s 
notifications,  which  were  43  in  1899  ;  25  in  1898  ;  and  14  in  1897.  They  were: — Scarlet  Fever,  42; 
Erysipelas,  5  ;  Puerperal  Fever,  1  ;  Enteric  Fever,  14  ;  and  Diphtheria,  5.  Nineteen  of  these  cases  were 
removed  to  the  Farnworth  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  viz.  : — Scarlet  Fever,  14  ;  Typhoid,  3  ;  and 
Diphtheria,  2. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  and  as  the 
children  attending  the  Blair  and  Primitive  Methodist  Schools  were  mostly  affected,  these  schools  were  closed 
in  February  for  a  period  of  three  weeks,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  epidemic  spreading  to  other  parts  of 
the  district. 

The  Enteric  Fever  cases  were,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  associated  with  premises  having  wet,  deep, 
midden  ashpits,  unpaved  yards  and  other  insanitary  defects,  and  to  which  I  have  drawn  your  particular 
attention  in  my  monthly  reports. 
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Five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and  with  regard  to  two  of  them,  residents  in  Worsley  Road, 
I  attributed  their  origin  to  the  “  tip  ”  in  the  Recreation  Ground,  on  which  I  made  to  you  a  Special  Report  on 
October  ist.  Owing  to  the  subsequent  actions  of  the  Worsley  Council,  with  your  consent,  I  laid  the  matter 
before  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Sergeant,  who  visited  the  ground,  pointed  out  the  objection¬ 
able  midden  refuse  that  had  been  deposited,  and  the  dangers  that  might  result.  He  recommended  the 
discontinuance  of  the  “  tip  ”  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  in  the  meantime  only  dry  rubbish  to  be  allowed, 
the  Swings  to  be  closed,  and  the  tip  itself  fenced  round.  I  regret  that  these  recommendations  were  not 
carried  out. 

Whooping  Cough,  which  is  not  included  in  your  list  of  Notifiable  Diseases,  was  epidemic  in  the  whole 
district  during  the  Autumn  months. 

Schools. — Improved  alterations  and  extensions  have  been  made  in  some  of  the  schools  and  three  have 
adopted  the  water  carriage  in  their  “  offices.'’  I  trust  the  other  four  will  soon  do  likewise,  the  old  system 
being  not  only  a  constant  source  of  trouble  and  labour,  but  also  a  danger  to  the  health  of  the  scholars.  I 
again  strongly  recommend  that  each  school  is  thoroughly  fumigated  and  disinfected  at  least  twice  a  year,  which 
can  be  conveniently  done  during  the  holidays. 

The  Water  Supply  which  is  provided  by  the  Bolton  Corporation  has  been  satisfactory. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  district  has  been  free  from  any  case  of  arsenical  poisoning. 

Slaughter-houses. — With  the  exception  of  some  slight  defects,  which  the  occupiers  promised  to 
remedy,  were  found  satisfactory. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds. — Much  the  same  conditions  exist  as  in  last  year’s  visits.  One  has  been  condemned 
and  closed,  a  number  require  many  alterations,  and  some  are  altogether  unsuitable  for  their  purpose.  Until 
they  are  made  subject  to  the  “Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board,”  we  have  not  sufficient  power  for 
further  improvements. 

General  Sanitary  Matters. — The  number  of  houses  in  the  District  is  1,502,  an  increase  of  12  on  last 
year.  There  is  still  a  dearth  of  six-roomed  cottages.  The  reconstruction  of  the  main  roads,  commenced  last 
year,  has  been  completed.  Worsley  Road  has  been  paved;  the  old-fashioned  cobble  pavement  has  been  taken 
up  and  replaced  with  macadam  in  Manchester  Roads — East  and  West — and  the  other  half  of  these  roads  is 
paved  with  setts  “  tarred  and  pitched.”  New  surface  drains  and  gullies  have  been  laid  in  these  roads,  and  the 
house  down-spouts,  which  formerly  opened  on  the  footpaths,  are  now  directly  connected  with  these  drains.  The 
footpaths  have  been  flagged  six  feet  wide,  a  great  boon  to  foot  passengers,  and  especially  appreciated  during  the 
dark  wet  months.  Both  Sewage  Farms  are  well  kept  and  a  credit  to  the  caretaker,  and  the  effluents,  especially 
of  the  Worsley  Road  Farm,  have  always  been  reported  as  most  satisfactory.  Since  Mr.  Davies  was  appointed 
Inspector,  193  notices  to  abate  nuisances  have  been  served,  and  152  of  them  were  abated,  four  legal  orders  were 
served,  two  of  which  were  withdrawn  on  work  being  done.  A  large  number  of  closets  and  privy  middens  have 
been  pulled  down  and  replaced  with  water  closets,  and  it  is  advisable  to  encourage  such  in  all  future  new 
buildings. 

Scavenging  is  still  done  by  contract,  and  though  fewer  complaints  have  been  made  this  year  than 
formerly,  I  fear  it  will  never  be  done  efficiently  until  the  Council  take  it  under  their  own  control.  I  am  glad 
that  it  is  your  intention  to  lease,  if  possible,  one  or  two  of  the  old  disused  quarries  in  the  District,  and  to  use 
them  for  “  tips,”  as  they  are  most  suitable  and  convenient  places  for  such  purposes,  and  will  be  the  means  of 
stopping  the  depositing  of  the  contents  of  the  privy  middens,  &c.,  on  the  fields,  which  is  not  only  objectionable 
but  of  little  or  no  value  as  a  manure  for  land  in  this  District. 


I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  HOLT  MARSH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


